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Total Time—45 minutes

Question 1 (Document-Based Question)

Suggested reading and writing time: 45 minutes

It is suggested that you spend 5–10 minutes reading the documents and 35–40 minutes writing your 
response. Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over.

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the 
purpose of this exercise.

In your response you should do the following:

• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning.
• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.
• Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least 4 documents.
• Use at least 2 additional pieces of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the documents)  

relevant to an argument about the prompt.
• For at least 2 documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, 

and/or audience is relevant to an argument.
• Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt.
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 1. Evaluate the extent to which the rise of industrial capitalism fostered social change in the United States in 
the period from 1870 to 1910.

Document 1

Source: Unsigned article “Facts to be considered,” Labor Standard, June 16, 1877.

We have turned out a rich, a capitalist nation, a nation of worshippers of Mammon and hypocrites to all 
other Gods… When our moneyed classes, especially during the Secession war and the great tidal wave 
of immigration of European laborers, found out that living and gathering riches on the half-paid toil of 
workers was a pleasant thing they had no further scruples…

Even those of the disinherited class who gathered no capital, did not give up the hope that they might 
become capitalists…Our press, our pulpits, our popular orators are so utterly ignorant of real political 
economy that, whenever an Astor, Stewart, Vanderbilt or Stevens dies, they preach the gospel that every 
young man may, by following their shining examples, become a millionaire. This superstition dies hard, 
and this reason alone sufficiently accounts for the slow progress of our new scientific and practical efforts 
at organizing a labor party on just principles.

Document 2

Source: Henry Demarest Lloyd, “The Lords of Industry,” North American Review, 1884.

On the theory of “too much of everything” our industries, from railroads to workingmen, are being 
organized to prevent milk, nails, lumber, freights, labor, soothing syrup, and all these other things, from 
becoming too cheap. The majority have never yet been able to buy enough of anything. The minority 
have too much of everything to sell. Seeds of social trouble germinate fast in such conditions. Society is 
letting these combinations become institutions without compelling them to adjust their charges to the cost 
of production, which used to be the universal rule of price. 

Document 3

Source: Andrew Carnegie, The Gospel of Wealth, 1889.

This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of wealth: To set an example of modest, unostentatious liv-
ing, shunning display or extravagance; to provide moderately for the legitimate wants of those dependent 
upon him; and, after doing so, to consider all surplus revenues which come to him simply as trust funds, 
which he is called upon to administer, and strictly bound as a matter of duty to administer in the manner 
which, in his judgment, is best calculated to produce the most beneficial results for the community…

The best uses to which surplus wealth can be put have already been indicated. Those who would ad-
minister wisely must, indeed, be wise; for one of the serious obstacles to the improvement of our race is 
indiscriminate charity. It were better for mankind that the millions of the rich were thrown into the sea 
than so spent as to encourage the slothful, the drunken, the unworthy. Of every thousand dollars spent 
in so-called charity to-day, it is probable that nine hundred and fifty dollars is unwisely spent–so spent, 
indeed, as to produce the very evils which it hopes to mitigate or cure. 
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Document 4

Source: Political cartoon showing Standard Oil as an octopus. Udo Keppler, “Next!”, September 7, 1904.

Document 5

Source: Upton Sinclair, The Jungle, 1906.

Four or five miles to the east of them lay the blue waters of Lake Michigan; but for all the good it did 
them it might have been as far away as the Pacific Ocean. They had only Sundays, and then they were 
too tired to walk. They were tied to the great packing machine, and tied to it for life. The managers and 
superintendents and clerks of Packingtown were all recruited from another class, and never from the 
workers; they scorned the workers, the very meanest of them. A poor devil of a bookkeeper who had been 
working in Durham’s for twenty years at a salary of six dollars a week, and might work there for twenty 
more and do no better, would yet consider himself a gentleman, as far removed as the poles from the most 
skilled worker on the killing beds; he would dress differently, and live in another part of the town, and 
come to work at a different hour of the day, and in every way make sure that he never rubbed elbows with 
a laboring man. Perhaps this was due to the repulsiveness of the work; at any rate, the people who worked 
with their hands were a class apart, and were made to feel it.

END OF DOCUMENTS FOR QUESTION 1.



ONLINE TESTING
The test will be conducted at home, at the same time around 
the world, and can be taken on any device: PC, laptop, tablet, or 
smart phone. You can either type your responses, or handwrite 
them and photograph them with your phone. If at all possible, 
plan to take your exam on a computer instead of a phone, as 
scrolling through the documents will be a challenge.

TEST DURATION 
Students will have 45 minutes to respond to one question. Then 
they will be given 5 minutes to upload their response.

QUESTION TYPE
The 2020 AP® U.S. History Exam will include a single Document 
Based Question (DBQ) with 5 historical sources.

OPEN BOOK FORMAT
Notes, books, and study guides can be used during the exam. Be sure to consolidate and 
organize your notes before test day, because you will not have enough time during the exam to 
go through all of your notes from the entire year.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
The 2020 exam will cover Units 3–7. It will not include Units 1–2 or Units 8–9. For additional 
information about the exam, visit the College Board website: 
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/

DATE TIME
Friday, 
May 15
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10:00am Alaska
11:00am Pacific
12:00pm Mountain
1:00pm Central 
2:00pm Eastern

MAKE-UP EXAM
Available with permission from your 
school.
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June 3
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11:00am Central 
12:00pm Eastern
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