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Activists

Artists (visual or performing)

Actors/Actresses

Athletes

Authors

Famous firsts

Entrepreneurs

Musicians

Politicians

Scientists



Tomi Adeyemi
Alvin Ailey
Kwame Alexander
Muhammad Ali 
Marian Anderson
Maya Angelou
Louis Armstrong
Josephine Baker
James Baldwin
Benjamin Banneker
Jean-Michel Basquiat
Chuck Berry
Halle Berry
Simone Biles
David Blackwell
Edward Bouchet
Otis Boykin
Blanche Bruce
Octavia E. Butler
George Carruthers
Shirley Chisholm
Lucille Clifton
Ta-Nehisi Coates
Misty Copeland
Laverne Cox
Frederick Douglass
Annie Easley
Ralph Ellison
Medgar Evers
George Foreman
Aretha Franklin
Morgan Freeman
Roxane Gay
Donald Glover
Whoopi Goldberg
Fannie Lou Hamer
Langston Hughes
LeBron James
Dr Mae Jemison
Robert Louis Johnson
Barbara Johnson
James Earl Jones
Michael Jordan

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Nella Larsen
Jacob Lawrence
John Lewis
Audre Lorde
Simone Manuel
Thurgood Marshall
Mary McLeod Bethune
Carrie Meek
Garrett Morgan
Toni Morrison
Zora Neale Hurston
Nichelle Nichols
Barack Obama
Jesse Owens
Rosa Parks
Sidney Poitier
Issa Rae
Jason Reynolds
Jackie Robinson
Amy Sherald
Will Smith
Esperanza Spalding
Annie Turnbo Malone
James Van Der Zee
Alice Walker
Kara Walker
Madam C.J. Walker
Denzel Washington
George Washington Carver
Phillis Wheatley
Colson Whitehead
Kehinde Wiley
Venus & Serena Williams
Frederica Wilson
Oprah Winfrey
Alma Woodsey Thomas
Jacqueline Woodson
Richard Wright
Beyoncé	
Prince	
Jay-Z	

Influential Black Americans 
Throughout History




