
One thing to work on with your students is the scope of their 
arguments. There were many essays where students went outside 
the narrowed topic of the issues and implications of being a 
locavore. Some students discussed why some people may have 
personal preferences for a local buying lifestyle, while other students 
analyzed the transportation implications of various food types 
whether local or not. In the future, these students can improve by 
making sure their discussion sticks to the exact focus presented in 
the prompt.

Students can also improve when it comes to drawing conclusions 
from their evidence. There were some students who presented 
evidence only to draw conclusions that went beyond what the 
evidence was able to prove. For instance, students would present 
evidence showing "nutrition isn't much different in a locavore 
lifestyle," and conclude "locavores are less healthy people." While this 
is an exaggerated example, students tended to go beyond what the 
evidence can support. In the future, students should make sure their 
conclusions can easily be seen within the evidence itself.

This class showed the most strength when it came to their selection 
of evidence. These students did an excellent job of pulling facts, 
data, and quotes from the provided sources in order to show 
support for their main ideas. The students did a great job of 
selecting text evidence that was clearly relevant and supportive of 
the discussion at hand. In addition, the students did very well in 
following the inclusion of this evidence with an explanation as to 
how the information proved their main points.

This class also did well when it came to their organization. Of course, 
the students did well in using an introduction to state their main 
idea, supporting paragraphs to introduced evidence and 
explanation, and even optional conclusions to tie their points 
together. However, the students did very well in their supporting 
paragraphs of beginning with a topic sentence, introducing 
evidence, providing explanation, and then ending these paragraphs 
with a mini-conclusion on the topic at hand. This did well in clearly 
laying out evidence in the strongest way possible.
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What You Did Well Areas for Growth

Hi Lily! One major strength in this essay is 
your thesis statement. You do an excellent 
job of providing the audience with a clear 
response to the question of the prompt 
within the very first paragraph of your 
essay. Telling the audience that "Although 
local businesses play an important role in 
society, the ideals of locavores pose a threat 
to the stability of economies around the 
world..." does a great job of laying out your 
purpose and perspective from the very 
start of the discussion. Great work!

You also did well in this essay when it came 
to your selection of evidence. You did an 
excellent job of clearly laying out 
information from the supporting 
documents that verified your ultimate 
conclusion. For instance, including the 
quote, "According to the chart, the 
transportation of food to the United State 
emits less than 0.25 metric tons of carbon 
dioxide per household a year..." was a great 
way to show the lack of damage 
transportation causes to the environment 
due to food movement.

One thing you can work on in the future is 
making the connections between evidence and 
argument. At times, you're not explaining how 
your evidence supports your specific position. For 
instance, your second paragraph ended by telling 
the audience that "Economic stability is 
something every nation strives for, and the 
transportation of food contributes greatly to that 
goal..." but you never actually told the audience 
how "this proves a danger of the thought process 
of the locavore because..." In the future, push 
yourself to more strongly explain and deconstruct 
how your evidence supports your overall 
argument.

You can also improve this essay by making your 
conclusions more clearly defensible. There are 
some points in this essay where you make 
conclusions that go beyond what your evidence is 
able to prove. For instance, at one point you told 
the audience that "If everyone only bought and 
ate food that was from local businesses and 
farms, then most choices would be taken away 
and that freedom lost," but this is not a conclusion 
we can draw from evidence that only tells us food 
options would be harder, but not nearly 
impossible, to find. Next time, make sure your 
conclusions do not go beyond the scope of your 
evidence.

Rubric Criteria Your Score Out of

Thesis 1 1

Evidence and Commentary 3 4

Sophistication 0 1

Total Points 4 6

Thank you,
Anna, Boston University
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● All data and feedback can be exported into secure CSV files

● Upload data into your LMS or SIS for analysis and data visualization

● Engage all stakeholders in data analysis and data-driven 

decision-making
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● An extra layer of feedback to help guide revision

● Extra targeted, specific and actionable to boost student engagement

● Questions and comments push students to reflect and think deeply 

about their writing


