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Duration
2 class sessions of 40 minutes

Resources
1. Study Guide

AP® Human Geography Study Guide

The Green Revolution (Topic 5.5)

Part 1: Text Analysis
Directions: Read the text and complete the task that follows

The third agricultural revolution is called the Green Revolution. It 
began in the 1960s with the ideas and inventions of Dr. Norman 
Borlaug. The Green Revolution is characterized by high-yield 
VHHGV��FUHDWHG�E\�VHHG�K\EULGL]DWLRQ�DQG�JHQHWLF�PRGLȴFDWLRQ��DQG�
increased use of fertilizers and pesticides. The Green Revolution 
VLJQLȴFDQWO\�LQFUHDVHG�FURS�SURGXFWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�FRUQ��ZKHDW��
and rice. While many hungry areas of Asia and Latin America 
saw improvements from the Green Revolution, African farmers 
ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�UHDS�LWV�EHQHȴWV��/DFN�RI�ODQG��ZDWHU��DQG�ȴQDQFLDO�
resources to purchase and maintain the new strands proved 
too costly. The Green Revolution had mixed results. There were 
EHQHȴWV�IRU�VRPH�DQG�GLVDGYDQWDJHV�IRU�RWKHUV�

Provide a 2-sentence summary of the Green Revolution:

Write or type your response in this area.

Part 2: What the?! Video Analysis  
“The Green Revolution: Waging A War 

NOTES
Write or type in this area.

2. Worksheet
AP® Human Geography Worksheet

The Green Revolution

This worksheet is designed to help students understand the consequences of the Green Revolution.

Part 1: Stimulus Analysis
Directions:  For each stimulus, describe the impact of the Green Revolution.

Stimulus 1:  Wheat yields in Mexico, India, & Pakistan

Write or type your response in this area.

Stimulus 2:  Airplane spraying chemical fertilizer

3. Homework
AP® Human Geography Homework

The Green Revolution

Now that you’ve researched the characteristics and consequences of the Green Revolution, it’s time 
to take a stance—superhero & villain style! Which one will you be?

Directions: Create a character based on your stance on the Green Revolution. If you feel there are 
more pros, you will create a superhero; however, if you feel there are more cons, then you will create 
a villain. Fill out the required information for you character. Be sure to check out the example to 
spark your creativity.

Example:
Superhero or   Villain  (circle one)

Character name: The Corn Reaper

Background story: 7KH�&RUQ�5HDSHU�ZDV�ERUQ�RXW�RI�DQ�ΖQGLDQD�FRUQȴHOG��ΖQ�������IDUPHU�0DWWKHZ�
&RWWRQPRXWK�RYHU�VSUD\HG�IHUWLOL]HU�RQWR�KLV�JHQHWLFDOO\�PRGLȴHG�FRUQ�FURS��7KH�IHUWLOL]HU�VHHSHG�
into his scarecrow and when struck by lightning from a summer thunderstorm, the scarecrow came 
to life. The result was “The Corn Reaper.” Since then, The Corn Reaper has wandered throughout 
WKH�0LGZHVW��VHHNLQJ�WR�HQG�IDUPHUVȇ�RYHUXVH�DQG�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�IHUWLOL]HUV�DQG�SHVWLFLGHV�EURXJKW�
on by the Green Revolution.

Special powers: Husks of hay are razor-sharp near phalange areas, overly keen sense of smell

Weaknesses:�+LJKO\�ȵDPPDEOH

Now, it’s your turn!

Objectives of Lesson
 • To describe the characteristics, history, and consequences 

(positive & negative) of the Green Revolution

 • To analyze stimuli and generate connections to the  

Green Revolution

 • To analyze the overall impact of the Green Revolution

 • To justify an individual stance on the Green Revolution

College Board Objectives from the 2019–20 
CED

 • SPS5: Agriculture has changed over time because of 

FXOWXUDO�GL΍XVLRQ�DQG�DGYDQFHV�LQ�WHFKQRORJ\���SDJH����
 • Learning Objective SPS-5.D: “Explain the consequences of 

the Green Revolution on food supply and the environment 

in the developing world.”

 • SPS-5.D.1: The Green Revolution was characterized in 

agriculture by the use of high-yield seeds, increased use of 

chemicals, and mechanized farming.

 • SPS-5.D.2: The Green Revolution had positive and negative 

consequences for both human populations and the 

environment.

How to Use This Lesson Plan
This lesson has been designed to help students understand the 

key people, places, characteristics, and consequences of the 

Green Revolution. It provides students with lower and higher-

level activities and closes with students’ showcasing their 

understanding by producing a superhero or villain.

This lesson will be most successful if followed in the appropriate 

sequence—Study Guide, Worksheet, then Homework. This 

document will help guide you through the lesson, along with 

SURYLGLQJ�GL΍HUHQW�ZD\V�WR�DGMXVW�WKH�OHVVRQ�WR�EHVW�PHHW�WKH�QHHGV�
of your students and attain optimum student engagement.

NOTES
Write or type in this area.
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Part 1: Study Guide
Distribute the Study Guide to students. The completion of its 

two parts can be done a multitude of ways.  Below are a few 

suggestions:

 • Students can generate responses to both parts on their own.

 • Collaborative groups—students can collaborate in groups 

to discuss and record responses.

 • Class discussion—the entire class can read aloud and 

generate responses collectively.

 • Gallery walk—students can write responses (individually 

or in a group) and display them around the room and 

conduct a gallery walk.

 • Digitally—students can respond to a digital platform and 

view class results.

Part 2: Worksheet
After class completion of the Study Guide, distribute the 

Worksheet to students. Its completion can be done similarly to 

Part 1—with these suggestions:

 • Students can generate responses to both parts on their own.

 • Collaborative groups—students can collaborate in groups 

to discuss and record responses.

 • Class discussion—the entire class can read aloud and 

generate responses collectively.

 • Gallery walk—students can write responses on sticky 

notes and display them next to each stimulus and conduct 

a gallery walk.

 • Digitally—students can respond to a digital platform and 

view class results.

Homework
This is the assessment component of the lesson and requires 

students to demonstrate a higher-level understanding of Green 

Revolution consequences on humans and the environment. 

Go over the provided example with them and encourage them 

to be creative!

NOTES
Write or type in this area.
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AP® Human Geography Study Guide

The Green Revolution

Part 1: Text Analysis
Directions: Read the text and complete the task that follows

The third agricultural revolution is called the Green Revolution. It 
began in the 1960s with the ideas and inventions of Dr. Norman 
Borlaug. The Green Revolution is characterized by high-yield 
VHHGV��FUHDWHG�E\�VHHG�K\EULGL]DWLRQ�DQG�JHQHWLF�PRGLȴFDWLRQ��DQG�
increased use of fertilizers and pesticides. The Green Revolution 
VLJQLȴFDQWO\�LQFUHDVHG�FURS�SURGXFWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�FRUQ��ZKHDW��
and rice. While many hungry areas of Asia and Latin America 
saw improvements from the Green Revolution, African farmers 
ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�UHDS�LWV�EHQHȴWV��/DFN�RI�ODQG��ZDWHU��DQG�ȴQDQFLDO�
resources to purchase and maintain the new strands proved 
too costly. The Green Revolution had mixed results. There were 
EHQHȴWV�IRU�VRPH�DQG�GLVDGYDQWDJHV�IRU�RWKHUV�

Provide a 2-sentence summary of the Green Revolution:

Write or type your response in this area.

Part 2: What the?! Video Analysis  
“The Green Revolution: Waging A War 
Against Hunger”
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HucSCNQ01X4)

Directions: As you watch the video clip, complete the What the?! Template.  
For the “!” you will write down something interesting that stood out to you.  
For the “?” you will write down a question you have.

?
!

NOTES
Write or type in this area.
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AP® Human Geography Worksheet

The Green Revolution

This worksheet is designed to help students understand the consequences of the Green Revolution.

Part 1: Stimulus Analysis
Directions:  For each stimulus, describe the impact of the Green Revolution.

Stimulus 1:  Wheat yields in Mexico, India, & Pakistan

Write or type your response in this area.

Stimulus 2:  Airplane spraying chemical fertilizer

Write or type your response in this area.



AP® Human Geography Worksheet
The Green Revolution

© Marco Learning, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Advanced Placement® and AP® are trademarks 
registered by the College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product. Visit www.marcolearning.com for additional resources.

2

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
(in

 b
ill

io
ns

)

Stimulus 3:  World Population Growth

Write or type your response in this area.

Part 2: Pros & Cons of the Green Revolution Analysis
Directions:�$IWHU�UHVHDUFKLQJ�WKH�*UHHQ�5HYROXWLRQ�XVLQJ�WKH�SURYLGHG�ZHEVLWHV��ȴOO�RXW�WKH�7�FKDUW�
below. Come up with 5 pros and 5 cons regarding the Green Revolution.

 • Health Research Funding’s Pros & Cons of the Green Revolution 
(KWWSV���KHDOWKUHVHDUFKIXQGLQJ�RUJ�JUHHQ�UHYROXWLRQ�SURV�FRQV�)

 • Green Garage’s Pros & Cons of the Green Revolution  
(KWWSV���JUHHQJDUDJHEORJ�RUJ����IRUHPRVW�SURV�DQG�FRQV�RI�WKH�JUHHQ�UHYROXWLRQ)

PROS CONS
Write or type your response in this area. Write or type your response in this area.
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AP® Human Geography Homework

The Green Revolution

Now that you’ve researched the characteristics and consequences of the Green Revolution, it’s time 
to take a stance—superhero & villain style! Which one will you be?
Directions: Create a character based on your stance on the Green Revolution. If you feel there are 
more pros, you will create a superhero; however, if you feel there are more cons, then you will create 
a villain. Fill out the required information for you character. Be sure to check out the example to 
spark your creativity.

Example:
Superhero or   Villain  (circle one)
Character name: The Corn Reaper
Background story: 7KH�&RUQ�5HDSHU�ZDV�ERUQ�RXW�RI�DQ�ΖQGLDQD�FRUQȴHOG��ΖQ�������IDUPHU�0DWWKHZ�
&RWWRQPRXWK�RYHU�VSUD\HG�IHUWLOL]HU�RQWR�KLV�JHQHWLFDOO\�PRGLȴHG�FRUQ�FURS��7KH�IHUWLOL]HU�VHHSHG�
into his scarecrow and when struck by lightning from a summer thunderstorm, the scarecrow came 
to life. The result was “The Corn Reaper.” Since then, The Corn Reaper has wandered throughout 
WKH�0LGZHVW��VHHNLQJ�WR�HQG�IDUPHUVȇ�RYHUXVH�DQG�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�IHUWLOL]HUV�DQG�SHVWLFLGHV�EURXJKW�
on by the Green Revolution.
Special powers: Husks of hay are razor-sharp near phalange areas, overly keen sense of smell
Weaknesses:�+LJKO\�ȵDPPDEOH

Now, it’s your turn!
Superhero or Villain (circle one)
Character name: 
Background story:

Write or type your response in this area.

Special powers: 
Write or type your response in this area.

Weaknesses:
Write or type your response in this area.
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Paragraph stating and justifying my PERSONAL stance on the Green Revolution—is it more 
good than bad?

Write or type your response in this area.

Now, design and draw your superhero or villain! Be creative!
Design and draw your response in this area.
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